
Readers call for Cherry Hill's Platt to be accountable

March 8, 2010 

Take a look at what Courier-Post readers are saying about the mayor of Cherry Hill and his monthlong vacation while South Jersey was hit with several major snowstorms.

Fooled again

Why is Cherry Hill Town Council President David Fleisher willing to tolerate having as the township's chief "spokesman" an employee who has admitted he lied to the public at least three times about Mayor Bernie Platt and his whereabouts? The employee says he is sorry he "misspoke." Nobody "misspeaks" three times. Now he is telling a lie about telling a lie.

And why, in a recession, when Cherry Hill taxpayers are losing their jobs and seeing their income and the value of their homes erode, would Fleisher and his council agree to increase this employee's annual salary to $80,000 -- almost double the $40,750 the township paid him in 2007?

Is this an example of the new openness and transparency Fleisher and his running mates promised when they ran for township council? Is this how they will responsibly manage our tax dollars? Apparently, the taxpayers of Cherry Hill have been fooled again. 


NANCY O'DOWD 
Cherry Hill

Entitled

I read all the articles on the mayor of Cherry Hill and wonder what right does anyone have to comment on when and where he takes his vacation. He is entitled to a paid vacation, so why shouldn't he be able to take it when he wants?

Just because he is an elected official doesn't give the people the right to tell him where and when he vacations. We have become a society of people who feel we have a right to tell our elected officials how to live their personal lives. Well, we don't.

Mayor Bernie Platt has a right to private time as well as any other paid employee of that township. I also feel that no one has a right to his call records to examine when and how long he talked to his people in charge.

I praise him for doing that while on vacation. He shouldn't have had to, but he did because he was concerned for the residents of his town.

People of Cherry Hill, just because you elected him doesn't mean you own Platt.


CHERYL NELSON 
West Deptford

Partisan issue

It's not surprising that the Cherry Hill GOP would make political hay out of the recent scandal involving Mayor Bernie Platt's whereabouts during the snowy month of February. But let's please not make this a partisan issue.

There are plenty of liberals and independents in town who are equally horrified that the mayor would leave town for a month and direct his top aides to mislead the press about it.

JAY LASSITER 
Cherry Hill

Related

· EDITORIAL: Cherry Hill officials should resign
· Mayor returns early from Fla. amid inquiries
· Cherry Hill turns to 2nd acting mayor
· Transparency urged in Cherry Hill mayor uproar
· Cherry Hill aide admits lie on Platt's location
· Feb. 6, 2010: Snowstorm Round 2
· Feb. 10, 2010: Snowstorm Round 3
· Digging Out From The Blizzard
Delegated

Who's pulling the strings? Since taking office, how many times has Mayor Bernie Platt been quoted in the press? How many interviews has he participated in?

Does he appear at Ponzio's for the monthly meetings with the public? No, you'll see Dan Keashen at Ponzio's and you'll see him quoted on every subject pertaining to the business of the township. 

Our absentee mayor has delegated many of his essential responsibilities to Keashen and Keashen speaks for him. The better Keashen performs his job, the less involved the mayor becomes.

This leads us to wonder who is the ventriloquist and who is the dummy.

PHIL GUERRIERI SR. 
Cherry Hill

Malfeasance

As a longtime Cherry Hill resident and a skeptical supporter of Mayor Bernie Platt, I find his conduct reprehensible, to say the least. I submit that blatant lying is a violation of his oath of office. It's called malfeasance.

How can he do anything but resign immediately? It will be interesting to see how soon the Democrat "machine" of Camden County will speak with its latest song and dance routine on this subject.

I implore the council members of Cherry Hill to do what's right and remove Platt and his chief of staff Dan Keashen.

DALE SEPTER 
Cherry Hill

Don't change

Re: "Cherry Hill officials should resign" (editorial, Feb. 28).

According to the editorial there were no snow emergencies since 2003 so the mayor of Cherry Hill being out of town for the month of February didn't matter for 6 years. I know we have professional township employees who know their job and when and how to do it without the mayor being on site.

By a fully dedicated mayor, I guess you mean someone who doesn't leave the state for vacation while they are in office? My first impression when I read the first article in the Courier-Post was that it was a political witch hunt directed at the mayor that unfortunately blind-sided Dan Keashen.

Should he have lied three times? No. I think he now may have a trust issue with residents, but he has always worked for the people of Cherry Hill. I envy anyone who has never lied about something that was not important. His lie hurt no one but himself.

The editorial reported Keashen cannot be trusted by residents and if the mayor isn't here for emergencies and surrounds himself with liars, he should resign. To report accurately, the editorial writer should have stated that "he thinks", not wrote it as an opinion of the residents of Cherry Hill because that is a lie. I don't think changes need be made at Cherry Hill Town Hall.

Now the Courier-Post can write another opinion, but I actually live in Cherry Hill. No, I did not vote for Mayor Bernie Platt, but he should not resign.

SANDRA KRAFT 
Cherry Hill

Absent

Thank you to reporter Jane Roh for the article about Cherry Hill Mayor Bernie Platt. It is about time someone caught up with our absentee mayor. My political science teacher said, "The people always get the level of government that they deserve," meaning, of course, that who you vote for is who you get.

When Susan Bass Levin was our mayor, she was always in her office or visibly out in public serving the community. Once a month she had an open meeting with representatives of every community and every organization giving a state of the township report and opening up the floor for questions and comments.

That practice stopped when Platt was elected. I have never been in the mayor's office and found him to be present, nor is he visible in the public on a year-round regular basis.

Let us take a look at the present situation that the Courier-Post reported on. In a winter that was the worst in history and in a winter when the storms were well advertised in advance, our mayor was in his Florida home enjoying the sunshine. It was part of "his monthlong vacation."

What mayor takes a full month away from the office, especially in such a dreadful winter? To add to this very unsatisfactory situation, his chief of staff lied not once, but twice, stating that the mayor was riding a snowplow, according to Roh's article. The staffer said he "misspoke." He didn't misspeak, he lied.

To add to the confusion, the next in line was also absent. No one in our township knew of these events until the Courier-Post reported them. The mayor expressed his complete confidence in his chief of staff and stated he would keep his job.

In this "Snowgate Affair," I question why. What else is his chief and council covering up? Is it possible that if we could obtain his true cell phone records, it would be clear the mayor is spending much more time in Florida than reported? But, of course, the mayor refuses to reveal his cell phone records to the press or to the public.

It is also interesting that some of the staff and members of council refuse to be interviewed. I wonder why. What are they hiding? What are they covering up?

I hope the Courier-Post will follow up this article with a comprehensive investigation. I believe you will find many things of interest to the residents of Cherry Hill.

LEONARD I. ROVNER 
Cherry Hill

Deceitful

Re: "Aide admits lie on Platt's location" (C-P, Feb. 23).

Who hired these hypocrites, self-centered vultures and lying weasels who call themselves the Cherry Hill Township administration? They continually "pull the wool over the eyes" of the public, yet many residents still believe them.

Why? It's been well documented that they have deceived residents on township development contracts that have drawn the attention of federal investigators for illegalities and found themselves ensnarled in countless lawsuits including a whistle blower case two years ago involving a township attorney who testified she was fired for refusing to help them cover up a shady development deal.

They have misled residents on zoning issues pertaining to a probation center and an adult sex store both set to locate operations near residential communities and their own former building inspector faces jail time for financial improprieties.

These are just a few examples of lies on a long, countless list during the Bernie Platt administration and still these stooges remain in office. Now comes the Dan Keashen issue. Keashen has and continues to be the spokesman who weaves the tangled information web that covers up town council's shenanigans.

Yes, the streets were cleared and thus the snow issue was taken care of by whoever was "mayor-for-the-day," but had this incident been a more serious problem how do you trust one who lies? Common sense says you can't.

Keashen "spins" information to make his colleague's actions and their agendas look "pretty" to the public. It keeps everybody happy -- both devious administrators and an unknowing public. While his official title is chief of staff, Keashen is a "spin doctor" who has overstepped integrity with blatant lies.

This "where in the world is Bernie Platt" charade is embarrassing evidence of that. Even in his poor effort to defend himself, Keashen said he "misspoke." What's the difference between "misspoke" and "lied" in this case? It sounds "prettier" to the people?

Keashen is comparable to the "little boy who cried wolf." His credibility is gone. Keashen must go for the sake of future township communications and overall believability.

As for the rest of the Cherry Hill Town Council, I don't care if they call themselves Democrats, Republicans or the Seven Dwarfs. The mayor steadfastly defends Keashen, which shows he endorses liars as long as they "brilliantly" serve his purpose.

The rest of town council, with the exceptions of Council President Jim Fleisher and Councilman Jim Bannar, the rest conveniently hid from media requests for comments, answers and explanations. Oh, and let's not forget the dog and pony show that township administrators "staged" in an after-the-fact photo op for the Courier-Post. It showed Keashen and mayoral-sub Maris Kukainis standing alongside a telephone.

Wow! This is supposed to convince people their government is run smoothly by telephone? Please. Sweep the nitwits out, along with Keashen.

GEORGE HICKMAN 
Cherry Hill

Retire

Who is minding the government? Cherry Hill voters need to wake up and hear the rest of New Jersey laughing at us and our elected officials.

Why do we need anyone as mayor, or for that matter, as council? Just let the people who run our town come out of the shadows and reveal themselves -- Democrat party boss George Norcross, et. al. They're just going to lie to us anyway.

Why have elections? Think of the money we could save to actually have our streets plowed and salted during a hellish winter, which has been an abysmal effort.

What mayor of a major township takes a month off to bask in the sun in beautiful Florida? If you are elected to work for the township, then you should actually work for the township.

Mayor Bernie Platt should retire and move once and for all to beautiful, sunny Florida and run Del Boca Vista or whatever development he lives in. This is what he is probably most qualified to run anyway. 

A. SCOTT LAKERNICK 
Cherry Hill

Enough

With all of the problems faced by our nation and state, do I care about Cherry Hill Mayor Bernie Platt taking some time off to be in Florida? Not really.

The mayor's chief of staff admitted he made a mistake when he suggested that the mayor was in Cherry Hill instead of being in Florida. He apologized for his mistake. He took responsibility for his actions. Isn't that enough?

During the recent snowstorms, Cherry Hill's roads (including residential and side streets) were kept drier and cleaner than those in any other surrounding town. At the same time, the township's leadership has worked hard to cut costs and keep taxes low.

In this and many other respects Cherry Hill is a model community. Platt is now back on the job. He earned his time off. I hope he enjoyed it.

CAROLE CIRUCCI 
Cherry Hill

Toss

The mayor of Cherry Hill takes a month vacation away from the township and heads to Florida during a major snowstorm. He says he keeps in "constant" contact with his business administrator and head of Public Works by a speaker (cell) phone from his Boynton Beach home.

His chief of staff, Dan Keashen, lies to the residents (taxpayers) of Cherry Hill about the mayor's whereabouts. Three elected town council members refuse to respond to requests for comments of this gross mismanagement of government.

I was under the impression that any government official who lies or gives false reports is subject to severe disciplinary action, including removal. Hey, if we don't need a mayor to run the place during major storms, etc., and the town council members who refuse to answer questions and do their jobs, I say let's get rid of all of them and and give the combine salaries of the mayor, business administrator and chief of staff ($270,000 plus) to hire more snowplow drivers.

Or let's consolidate and let the mayor of Haddonfield take over. I bet she was home.

WILLIAM BOYLE 
Cherry Hill

