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Mayor wrong to stand by admitted liar and to remain on vacation even through an emergency that 
demanded his leadership.

From the time we are children we are taught not to lie.

Honesty is one of those fundamental and all-important character traits that we look for and expect in people.

When it's not there, when someone is dishonest and lies, it is hard to ever have trust in that person.

In fact, it is even hard to trust someone who surrounds himself or herself with liars. We are taught not to associate with liars.

Yet for some reason, as a society, we've allowed ourselves to expect less honesty from those who serve in positions of public trust -- elected and appointed government offices -- than we except from our family members and friends. Why? Are we so jaded that we just accept the idea that dishonesty is inherent in our government? We shouldn't accept that.

In Cherry Hill, we have a top mayoral aide who has boldly lied. Dan Keashen, chief of staff to Mayor Bernie Platt, recently said Platt was in town during a snowstorm that socked our region earlier this month. He said Platt had even gone out on a ride-along with a township plow truck. Then he said Platt had been on vacation for two weeks. Then, finally, he said he "misspoke" and admitted that Platt wasn't around at all -- that he was at his vacation home in Florida for the month.

Keashen lied. He lied for no reason, and to cover up something that wasn't even that much of a secret. 
Platt has been spending every February at his vacation home in Boynton Beach, Fla., for years. Platt's month-long winter escape became news in 2003 when another huge snowstorm hit Cherry Hill and Platt wasn't around for it.


If Keashen lies about something this trivial, and something that could easily be proven false, how 
are people in Cherry Hill supposed to trust him to be truthful about more important matters in his role 
as spokesman for the township government and the mayor?

Answer: They can't trust him.

Keashen is a liar and there's no place for the kind of outright dishonesty he displayed in a position of public trust. He needs to be dismissed. His job is to be a conduit to provide truthful, accurate information from the government to the people it serves. Instead of truth he delivered lies. Unacceptable.

Then there's Platt.

Again, there are critical questions of trust now with him.

Did Keashen lie about Platt's vacation at the mayor's behest? The mayor says no.

Did Keashen lie of his own choice? Platt says that is what happened.

Either one reflects very poorly on Platt.

If Platt did not, as he says, tell Keashen to lie about his vacation, then why is Platt so staunchly standing by Keashen? Platt says Keashen will continue to be the spokesman for the township. Why? Cherry Hill 
residents can't trust Keashen anymore.

If Keashen continues in his role, then Platt can't really be trusted by residents, either. The mayor's strident defense of Keashen calls into question his judgment.

Furthermore, how dedicated is Platt to his job as mayor?

He goes to his Florida vacation home every February for a month, missing two township council meetings each year for that reason. If an emergency arises, such as a crippling snowstorm that demands an immediate and coordinated municipal response and costs hundreds of thousands of dollars, Platt is absent.

Phoning it in from the beach and appointing interim mayors is surely not what most voters expect from their elected mayor. Heck, last week, Platt's appointed interim mayor, township Business Administrator Maris Kukainis, was away for three days. So an acting acting mayor had to be appointed. Great.

Platt even missed an important gathering Wednesday of mayors from around the state in Trenton. The 
governor spoke to mayors about the coming cuts in state aid to municipalities. It would have been nice, 
considering the financial pressures Cherry Hill now faces because of aid cuts and the economy, if Platt 
had attended the League of Municipalities event instead of sending Keashen to represent the township.

The Cherry Hill council ought to have questions about all this. Likewise, residents ought to have questions about some of their council members, who are part of the leadership in the municipal building. The council president, David Fleisher; vice president, Sara Lipsett, and council member Jim Bannar, have spoken publicly about this matter. Fleisher even said he'd consider proposing an ordinance to mandate that residents be informed, via the township Web site, whenever an acting mayor is in charge.


But the other elected council members -- John Amato, Dennis Garbowski, Susan Shin-Angulo and Jacquelene Silver -- have said nothing and have not responded to requests for comment. It looks like they're circling the wagons. Unfortunately, this is what happens most of the time when one political party, in this case the Democrats, controls the entire local government. They don't always want to hold each other accountable.

Everyone is entitled to take a vacation. And God bless anyone who can escape the winter here for an 
entire month and find their way to a warm beach in Florida.

But no one forced Platt to be mayor; he volunteered for the position. It's a position that comes with certain responsibilities, including this one: Be in town when blizzards hit to take charge of things. The one-two punch of snowstorms that led to the governor declaring a state of emergency were forecast for days in advance. There was time for Platt to get on a plane and get back here to be mayor. He didn't do it.

Yes, the roads got plowed in Cherry Hill. Still, a mayor should be around to experience the same things residents are going through and even talk directly, in person, with residents who have questions or concerns.

Managing a large operation by phone is just not the same as managing by being in the building. If that was the case, every mayor in every town and every manager in every company would stay home all day long and sit on the couch in their pajamas, or sit on the beach with a margarita, an umbrella and a cell phone.

If Platt won't see how Keashen, his top aide in the municipal building, cannot be trusted by residents and cannot see why a mayor should be in his township when there are emergencies, then he should resign as mayor. Let someone have the job who demands truthfulness and who will be fully dedicated.
