Mayor returns early from Fla. amid inquiries
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CHERRY HILL — Cherry Hill Mayor Bernie Platt returned to town Friday, cutting his monthlong vacation in Florida two days short.

Platt said he arrived in the township between 4 and 5 p.m., but would not say why he decided to return 
earlier than planned.

"I'm not able to speak about that at this point," Platt said.

Cherry Hill Township Council President David Fleisher said he had been informed that Platt was returning to town.

Questions directed to other township officials about Platt's reasons for returning early to South Jersey from his Boynton Beach, Fla., home were not answered.

Also,calls to officials requesting information about snow removal efforts were not returned. However, Platt did comment about snow removal efforts when he returned Friday evening.

"The streets are excellent. It's like there's never been any snow or any ice or anything, they're clear," Platt said. "The storm was not as bad as we thought it was going to be and we were very pleased that it turned out to be sort of a dud. DPW started at 1 a.m.  They did what they had to do. We're very, very pleased." The inquiries followed a Courier-Post report Tuesday examining Platt's role in the township's handling of snow removal during blizzards that hit the region in early February.

Last week, Chief of Staff Dan Keashen lied to the Courier-Post about the mayor's whereabouts during 
an early February snowstorm, then lied by saying the mayor was on a snowplow and followed that with another lie that Platt only spent two weeks in Florida.

Keashen later said he "misspoke."
The truth was Platt was more than 1,000 miles away in Florida on a monthlong vacation -- something he did in 2003 when costly snowstorms also hit Cherry Hill.

Cherry Hill was hit with more snow on Thursday night, but it was a relative dusting compared with the three earlier winter storms that walloped the township and depleted its snow removal budget.

In an interview Tuesday, Platt said he had spoken to Keashen about the aide's actions and that he would 
speak to him further after his planned return on Sunday night.

"I said I want a face-to-face conversation with him when I get back," Platt said at the time. "I don't like to 
do this sort of thing over the phone."

The township on Wednesday said it would provide the Courier-Post call sheets tracking times the mayor was in cell phone communication. During a follow-up call on Thursday, the township said the call sheets would be provided Friday, but they were not received by deadline.
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