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CHERRY HILL — Republican Committee Chairman Richard Ambrosino Wednesday called for Mayor Bernie Platt's chief of staff to resign in the wake of news reports that he'd lied about the mayor's whereabouts.

Last week, Chief of Staff Dan Keashen lied to the Courier-Post about the mayor's whereabouts during 
an early February snowstorm, then lied by saying the mayor was on a snowplow and followed that with another lie that Platt only spent two weeks in Florida.

Keashen later said he "misspoke."

The truth was Platt was more than 1,000 miles away in Florida on a monthlong vacation -- something he 
did in 2003 when costly snowstorms also hit Cherry Hill.

Ambrosino said residents who pay the salaries of township staff and elected officials deserve truthfulness and accountability.

"I can't fathom why an official like that would spin such a yarn to a reporter," Ambrosino said. "I don't 
know how anybody can have faith in the pronouncements this guy's going to make moving forward after he lied about something that was so ridiculous to lie about."

In a phone interview, Platt said Keashen was a "very competent, knowledgeable and decent person" and 
he had no intention of asking for his resignation.

"He's too valuable an asset to the township," Platt said. "He made a mistake in judgment and he regrets 
making that mistake."

Platt said he would talk to Keashen when he returns to New Jersey on Monday, but "as of now there are 
no repercussions."

When asked about why he lied, Keashen said "it was unfortunate."

"It was a lapse in judgment and I regret it very much," said Keashen, who will make $80,000 this year -- up from $65,096 last year after a promotion.

Ambrosino said there's no justification for Platt's "unwavering support" of a township official who lies.

"If you're the chief of staff of a town of 73,000 people, you've got to have better judgment than that," he said. "I'm shocked the mayor doesn't see it."

In response to the news coverage, township administrators invited reporters to observe how Platt 
uses conference calls to continue working during his vacation.


On Wednesday afternoon, 15 township officials gathered at the public works department to discuss 
plans for yet another impending snowstorm the third of the month.

From a phone mounted on the wall, Platt asked each attendee about his or her preparations for the storm.

"Are we ready with EMS?" Platt asked.

"We're ready."

"I can't hear you," Platt said.

"We're ready," repeated Business Administrator Maris Kukainis, the acting mayor during Platt's absence 
and the closest to the phone.

"Any IT problems we can foresee?"

Platt, who was in Boynton Beach, where the high temperature Wednesday was 77 degrees, went on to 
ask if the municipal building was leaking from snow on the roof, whether schools would close and where 
public works laborers would be able to rest and refuel. He suggested canceling community center 
activities and said he'd consider declaring a state of emergency depending on the amount of snowfall.

"Maris? No matter how the storm goes I want someone in the municipal building to answer the 
phones, OK?" Platt said.

After about 45 minutes, Platt urged his employees to stay in touch and adjourned the meeting.

"I don't care what time of the day or night you have to call, but I want an update every few hours," he said.

Township officials said Platt presided over meetings like these during the last two storms. Though Kukainis holds authority as acting mayor, he said he still consults with Platt about major decisions. During the storms, for example, he said he called at least a dozen times a day.

Platt said earlier this week he intended to remain in Florida for the rest of the month as planned, despite 
the criticism he has encountered for not being on hand during the snowstorms. He also missed a key 
opportunity to lobby Gov. Chris Christie and lawmakers in Trenton on Wednesday. The League of 
Municipalities held its annual Mayor's Legislative Day, which Platt has never attended.

In a January interview, Platt said municipal aid cuts and Council on Affordable Housing Authority regulations were two of the biggest challenges the township faces this year. COAH and municipal aid were key topics on Wednesday's agenda.

Platt said Monday he had never attended the conference and did not know when it was being held this year. When told that it was on Wednesday, he said there was never any discussion about sending a representative from the township but that "we can still do that, no problem."

Keashen and Council Vice President Sara Lipsett represented Cherry Hill at the event in Trenton.
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