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Cherry Hill allows raises

By JANE ROH
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More than 130 township workers will get raises this year, but pay cuts will stay in effect for Cherry Hill's elected officials and its business administrator.
The salary reductions -- announced shortly before Tuesday's reorganization meeting -- "are one small way the mayor and council can lead by example and share the pain with employees and the constituents we serve," said Councilman David Fleisher.
Fleisher, who was elected council's new president, also said the township had to continue bracing for lean times.
"We anticipate the next year is going to be a difficult year, period," he said. "Cherry Hill is a prosperous community, but we're not immune to the impacts of recession."
The township last year froze salaries for more than 130 nonunion staffers, who had expected 3 percent raises. Those workers will get 3.5 percent increases this year, said Dan Keashen, Mayor Bernie Platt's chief of staff.
But a 10 percent pay cut will continue for Platt, the seven council members and business administrator Maris Kukainis. That pay cut was first enacted last year.
The cuts are expected to save the township more than $26,000, Keashen said.
Platt, who hasn't received a raise during his tenure, will receive $65,700 this year. Council members will receive $8,100 and the council president will receive $8,550 this year. The township said that council members have not received a raise in more than 20 years.
At the reorganization ceremony, three newcomers -- Susan Shin-Angulo, Jim J. Bannar and Jacquelene Silver -- and incumbent Fleisher began new terms on the seven-member council.
Mayor Bernie Platt commended Shin-Angulo for being the first Korean-American woman elected to public office in the township, calling it a tremendous achievement in diversity.
Fleisher, who was the top vote-getter in November's election, was picked to replace departing Councilman Steven Polansky as president. Sara Lipsett was tapped to replace N. John Amato as vice president.
Those choices were unanimous for the all-Democratic council.
In an interview before the ceremony, Fleisher said council would seek to improve constituent and community relations. Once a month, with dates to be determined, council members will be available to residents at Ponzio's on Route 70.
"We think the bar is going to be raised as far as accessibility and visibility within the community," Fleisher said.
Council will also work with concerned citizens to foster new civic associations, neighborhood watches and swim clubs, he continued.
"Swim clubs are still the heart and soul of most neighborhoods, but many need extra support. It might be as simple as helping them with their recycling, or we could be trying to help them find ways to fund capital projects," he said.
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