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Name change reflects chamber's new stature

By JANE ROH
Courier-Post Staff 
The Cherry Hill Regional Chamber of Commerce has renamed itself the Camden County Regional Chamber of Commerce to reflect its role as an umbrella organization for dozens of smaller chapters across South Jersey.
President and CEO Arthur C. Campbell described this week's board vote as the next logical step in the organization's evolution. Over the years, the chamber has grown along with the township's stature as an economic hub in the region. Smaller chambers from Winslow to Mount Laurel in Burlington County signed on with the Cherry Hill chapter because of its organizational pull.
"Over a period of years it became illogical for us to ask companies in Bellmawr or Winslow Township to join an organization that was under the name Cherry Hill. Camden County never had its own chamber," Campbell said. "This is a rewriting of the nomenclature so the county now has its own chamber of commerce."
The five-person staff, led by Campbell, and the board of directors will stay intact with the renamed organization. Cherry Hill's chamber leadership effectively will start anew. A search for staffing and board of directors is under way.
"Cherry Hill is and will remain the most significant business hub in this part of the state. It has been for many years and will continue to be," Campbell said.
Campbell said the new county organization's focus will remain on Camden County as well as southern Burlington County, where it has around 100 members. The chamber's annual operating budget is under half a million dollars.
"I think it's more representative and tells more about what we do," said board member R. Michael Diemer of the renaming. Diemer is the executive director of Cooperative Business Assistance Corp., which makes loans to small businesses in Camden city.
Diemer said the organization also will continue to sponsor candidate forums and offer input when asked by legislators. Unlike other chambers across the country, including the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the Cherry Hill Regional chapter has declined to endorse political candidates or legislation.
"Hopefully, we act as a voice to city government on issues that come up from time to time," Diemer said.
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