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Program disposes of unwanted drugs

By KEVIN CALLAHAN
Courier-Post Staff 
The cops are asking you to turn over your drugs.
That's right, just walk right up to headquarters and deliver your stash.
As part of a statewide effort, the Cherry Hill Police Department will host Operation Medicine Cabinet drop-off at the township library on Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Cherry Hill residents can deliver all unused, unwanted or expired medications to law enforcement officials at the library on 1100 Kings Highway North.
The police will dispose of these dangerous controlled substances in a safe and nonhazardous manner.
"This way it keeps drugs from getting into the wrong hands -- a doctor prescribes the drug for a specific purpose," Cherry Hill police lieutenant Bill Kushina said about the operation. "And, it is good for the environment, the drugs will be dispersed in the proper way rather than throwing them in a trash can or in a toilet."
More than 250 police departments in the state are collaborating with the Partnership for a Drug Free New Jersey, the Office of the Attorney General, and the Drug Enforcement Association to participate in Operation Medicine Cabinet.
"Several years ago, the federal government spoke out against the long-accepted practice of simply flushing unwanted or expired medicine, alerting the public that "the toilet is not a trash can,' " said Cherry Hill Mayor Bernie Platt about Project Medicine Cabinet.
Drugs tossed in toilets and in landfills have seeped into water sources.
An Associated Press investigation showed the presence of antibiotics, anticonvulsants, mood stabilizers and painkillers in the tap water of millions of Americans living in or near dozens of major metropolitan areas across the country.
The drugs dripping into water wells and being discarded through municipal sewer systems is certainly a concern and so is the use of prescription drug abuse.
New Jersey law enforcement officials are very concerned with the misuse of prescription drugs. It is believed many of the abuse comes from the medicine cabinets of family and friends.
Recent studies have shown 70 percent of people who abuse prescription pain relievers say they got them from acquaintances or relatives.
A report from the National Institute of Drug Abuse states more than nine million people use prescription medication for nonmedical uses.
"I think it's fair to say that between discarded medicine in our drinking water and widespread abuse of other peoples' prescriptions for recreational use among our youth, proper disposal of medicine is an issue that needs to be addressed." Platt said. "And, in fact, that time will come on Nov. 14 in New Jersey, when the state is set to host the first-in-the-nation medicine disposal day."
Reach Kevin Callahan at (856) 317-7821 or kcallahan@gannett.com
Additional Facts
IF YOU GO 
The Cherry Hill Police Department will host an Operation Medicine Cabinet drop-off event on Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the library at 1100 Kings Highway North as part of a statewide effort. Residents will be able to deliver unused, unwanted or expired medications to law enforcement officials.

For more information on events in other participating towns, visit www.operation medicinecabinetnj.com
