

November 4, 2009
Democratic freeholders keep seats in Camco

By GEORGE MAST
Courier-Post Staff 
In Camden County, Democratic incumbent freeholders Jeffrey Nash, Rodney Greco and Ian Leonard swept the slate Tuesday against three Republican and two independent challengers.
Republicans Nick Kush, Carl Canfield, Anthony Casa and independents Alice Wood and Nicole Mantuano came up short in their bid to break up the all-Democratic seven-member board.
"I'm excited about being elected again," said Greco.
Greco and Leonard listed keeping property taxes low and providing quality services for the county as two key objectives moving forward.
"We have a lot of work we want to continue to do," Leonard said as he celebrated with Democrats at the Camden County party's Cherry Hill headquarters and watched the scoreboard for the governor returns.
Nash took time Tuesday night to thank those gathered at the rally for their hard work.
"This is a big night for us," he said.
But Nash also spoke of the financial concerns county residents expressed throughout the campaign.
"There is a lot of work for all of us to do in the future because people are hurting in this state and across the country," Nash said.
Nash, 51, Greco, 59, and Leonard, 32, touted past accomplishments, such as a drop in the county's portion of local property taxes, in their bid for reappointment.
Camden County's property tax rate has fallen over the past three years, in large part because the county consolidated services and cut some 600 jobs through attrition and early retirement.
Nash said a top goal would be to continue reducing property taxes.
All three expressed goals of seeing additional shared services.
Nash, who has served on the board for 19 years, said one of his goals was to see the county preserve another 1,000 acres of open space in the next five years. Nash is a senior partner with the Philadelphia law firm Cozen O'Connor.
Nash and Greco, a Gloucester Township School District administrator in his first term as freeholder, listed the constantly overcrowded county jail as a primary public safety concern that will need to be addressed.
Leonard, who works as chief of staff for Assemblyman Joe Roberts, said one of his goals was to work to ensure a transparent government. Leonard was appointed to the freeholder board in June to replace the seat vacated by now-County Clerk Joseph Ripa.
Kush and independents Wood and Mantuano said in their campaigns they wanted to bring a fresh perspective to the county.
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