July 17, 2009
Cherry Hill will seek cash from official convicted of fraud

By ADAM SMELTZ
Courier-Post Staff 
Cherry Hill is seeking $358,206 in restitution from Anthony Saccomanno, the former code-enforcement officer who pleaded guilty in a fraud case in June.
In a statement dated Monday and addressed to the U.S. District Court in Camden, Mayor Bernie Platt wrote the township "is seeking restitution for the wages paid to Mr. Saccomanno while he was dishonoring his service to the township by accepting bribes."
Platt noted that the township also wants restitution for money it spent when Saccomanno steered a municipal contract toward Building Inspection Underwriters Inc. Saccomanno, who had a 31-year career with the township, admitted accepting $4,500 in bribes from a BIU company executive.
The township request for restitution cites Sept. 20, 2007 -- a date when Saccomanno said he took a bribe. Saccomanno admitted that he took a bribe in 2008 as well. The township wants to reclaim the salary that Saccomanno received from late September through December 2007 and his entire 2008 salary. That amounts to $144,448.
On top of that, the township is seeking $217,757 in "lost revenue" from Sept. 20, 2007, through March 3, 2009. Platt asserted in the claim that the township lost money when BIU handled inspections -- duties that could have been handled by township workers at a lower cost, he wrote.
"The mayor believes that the taxpayers have been deprived of honest services by a public official," said township spokesman Dan Keashen. "This restitution claim . . . provides an avenue for Town Hall to recoup any and all ill-gotten compensation -- or, for that matter, compensation that was procured during the time of Mr. Saccomanno's admitted criminal behavior."
Keashen said the restitution claim "sends an important message: Those who abuse the trust of the public will be caught and pay a substantial price."
An attorney representing Saccomanno, Jud Aaron, said that "whether Anthony even owes restitution to Cherry Hill -- and the amount, if any -- is a legal matter that will have to be resolved by the court at the time of sentencing."
"We certainly will take whatever restitution position we believe is appropriate at the time of sentencing," Aaron said.
Restitution claims normally are addressed when a person is sentenced, said Greg Reinert, a spokesman for the U.S. Attorney's Office in New Jersey. Saccomanno is scheduled to be sentenced Oct. 5 in federal court in Camden.
In March, federal authorities charged Saccomanno with taking bribes from an executive with the Pennsylvania-based BIU. The company handled electrical, plumbing and elevator inspections in the township, but municipal officials since March have severed ties with the group and hired township workers to handle the inspections instead.
Last month, Saccomanno pleaded guilty to fraud. He retired from his full-time township job in December.
At the time, he was making $113,502 a year. He also received $70,834 in vacation compensation and $149,827 for unused sick time.
A state pension board is expected to review his case in September and decide whether his pension benefits should be reduced or cut off entirely. He is now receiving $5,329 a month through his pension, according to the state Treasury Department.
Platt has said the pension board should block retirement benefits for Saccomanno, too.
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