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N.J. board to rule on pension for Cherry Hill fraud convict Saccomanno

By ADAM SMELTZ
Courier-Post Staff 
A state board is set to decide in September whether to suspend retirement benefits for Anthony Saccomanno, the former Cherry Hill code-enforcement chief who pleaded guilty to a fraud charge.
According to Tom Bell, spokesman for the state Treasury Department, Saccomanno is receiving $5,329 a month through his state pension.
Saccomanno began receiving the payments in January, shortly after he retired from a 31-year career with Cherry Hill Township.
Whe he retired in December, Saccomanno was making $113,502 a year. He also received $70,824 in vacation compensation and $149,827 for unused sick time.
In March, federal authorities charged Saccomanno with taking bribes from a Pennsylvania-based company in exchange for steering township business toward the company.
Last month, he pleaded guilty to a fraud charge and admitted accepting $4,500 in bribes from the company, Building Inspection Underwriters Inc.
Saccomanno is scheduled to be sentenced in a Camden court on Oct. 5.
In addition to whatever punishment the judge may impose, state law allows the Board of Trustees of the Public Employees Retirement to revoke some or all of a retiree's pension if it is deemed a retiree had performed public service that was dishonorable.
The board is scheduled to review the matter and make a decision at its Sept. 16 meeting, Bell said. Saccomanno is allowed an opportunity to appear at that meeting, according to the Treasury Department.
Bell said the pension board will review the criminal complaint against Saccomanno and the amount of pension money he has collected so far. A provision in state guidelines allows the board to also pursue the return of pension money already paid out -- if it decides such action is necessary.
Saccomanno's attorney, Jeffrey C. Zucker, had no comment on how Saccomanno will proceed with respect to his pension eligibility.
Bell said "it's not uncommon" for the pension board to revoke retirement benefits.
Former state Sen. Wayne Bryant was 60 years old when a jury in November found him guilty of bribery and pension fraud. He was not receiving his state retirement benefits when the judgment was handed down, Bell said.
If Bryant applies to receive his retirement benefits, Bell said, the pension board will consider at that point whether to block his pension funds.
Bryant, who was a senator from 1995 to 2008, is scheduled for sentencing July 24 in Trenton.
Meanwhile, Cherry Hill Mayor Bernie Platt has already said that he wants the pension board to block benefits for Saccomanno. A township attorney is expected to attend the board meeting on Sept. 16, Cherry Hill spokesman Dan Keashen said.
The township administration believes "any official who pleads guilty to breaking the public's trust does not deserve the benefits of the pension system," Keashen said.
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