June 23, 2009
Cherry Hill seeks punishment

By ADAM SMELTZ
Courier-Post Staff 
Mayor Bernie Platt said Monday that he wants state pension officials to block retirement benefits for Anthony Saccomanno, the former township administrator who pleaded guilty to a fraud charge.
The Cherry Hill mayor said he also wants Saccomanno to pay restitution to the township for any "compensation that was ill-gotten."
Likewise, township council members voted 6-0 Monday evening to approve a resolution formalizing the mayor's requests and pursuing restitution. Councilman David Fleisher was absent.
"I am appalled and disgusted by the actions of this man," Platt said in prepared remarks at the township council meeting. "He has disgraced town hall and his office."
Saccomanno's attorney, Jeffrey C. Zucker, could not be reached.
Last week, Saccomanno said in federal court that he accepted $4,500 in bribes from Building Inspection Underwriters Inc. and, in exchange, steered township business to the Pennsylvania-based company in 2008.
Saccomanno is to be sentenced Oct. 5.
The township has broken ties with BIU, which performed electrical, plumbing and elevator inspections in Cherry Hill. In-house township employees have begun to handle those inspections.
Saccomanno, who is in his mid-60s, was making $113,502 a year when he retired from his full-time township job in December. Upon retirement, he received $70,824 in vacation compensation and $149,827 for unused sick time.
But now that he has pleaded guilty to fraud, the state pension board is reviewing whether he is still fully entitled to his state pension, said state Treasury Department spokesman Tom Bell. State law allows the board to revoke some or all of a retiree's pension in some circumstances.
Bell said he had no sense of when the board may make a decision.
Separately, said mayoral spokesman Dan Keashen, "the township wants back all compensation that was gained by unlawful measures by Mr. Saccomanno." He said township workers are reviewing records "to see when this criminal went out and manipulated the bidding process and when and where the township taxpayers were hurt and victimized."
It was not clear Monday how much money the township may pursue. Keashen said the township will work with the U.S. Attorney's Office for New Jersey to determine how to collect restitution.
Attorney's Office spokesman Greg Reinert said he could not comment on that.
Authorities have alleged that former BIU President Russell B. McLaughlin Jr. helped direct -- or tried to help direct -- as much as $9,500 in corrupt payments toward Saccomanno between July 2007 and last December. BIU gained revenue of about $240,000 last year as a result of its contract in Cherry Hill, according to a federal complaint filed in March.
McLaughlin pleaded guilty to a bribery charge in April.
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