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Camco Democrats pick Greco, Leonard, Nash for freeholder race

By ADAM SMELTZ
Courier-Post Staff 
Two Democratic incumbents and one newcomer easily won their party's nominations Tuesday in the Camden County freeholder race, unofficial election results show.
The newcomer, Ian K. Leonard, 32, of Camden will join incumbents Jeffrey Nash, 51, of Cherry Hill, and Rodney Greco, 58, of Gloucester Township, to represent the Democratic party in the Nov. 3 general elections.
"I work very hard; I don't take any election for granted," said Nash, running for his seventh term as freeholder. He said he, Leonard and Greco will push for tight controls on county spending.
"The trick in county government is to cut those taxes while providing a quality of life that residents enjoy in our community," Nash said. "And that's the record we're going to run on."
On the Republican side, candidates Anthony Casa of Cherry Hill, Carl W. Canfield of Berlin and Nick Kush of Runnemede appeared to have secured their party's nominations.
Three of the seven seats on the county Board of Chosen Freeholders will be in play this fall. Joseph Ripa held one of those three seats until Gov. Jon S. Corzine appointed him last month to be the county clerk.
Greco, Leonard and Nash, all endorsed by the Camden County Democratic Committee, ran as a team for party nominations. Democrat Janice Leonetti, 53, of Collingswood also sought a nomination but did not have a committee endorsement.
In interviews with the Courier-Post, two teams of Republican freeholder candidates also called for tight controls on county spending and a better business climate for entrepreneurs. One GOP team was Jammes J. Valencia, 32, of Sicklerville and Gene Mignogna, 52, of Pennsauken, who ran on a ticket with gubernatorial candidate Steve Lonegan. The other team was Casa, Canfield and Kush, all of whom were endorsed by the county Republican committee.
The primary winners Tuesday will face one another and two independent candidates on Nov. 3. Alice J. Wood of Cherry Hill and Nicole Mantuano of Sicklerville have filed petitions to run as independent freeholder candidates, according to the county Clerk's Office.
Wood last ran for a freeholder seat in 2008, when she campaigned as a Republican.
No Republicans have been elected to the freeholder board since 1995. Freeholders serve three-year terms and are paid about $23,000 a year for their part-time county work.
Reach Adam Smeltz at (856) 486-2919 or asmeltz@gannett.com
Additional Facts
CAMDEN COUNTY 
Freeholder

(3 seats)

Carl W. Canfield (R) 2,184 (with 43 percent of precincts counted)

Anthony Casa (R) 2,284 (with 43 percent of precincts counted)

Nick Kush (R) 2,345 (with 43 percent of precincts counted)

Gene Mignogna (R) 1,898 (with 43 percent of precincts counted) James J. Valencia (R) 1,818 (with 43 percent of precincts counted) Rodney Greco (D)(I) 9,785 (with 95 percent of precincts counted)

Ian K. Leonard (D) 9,613 (with 95 percent of precincts counted)

Janice Leonetti (D) 1,728 (with 95 percent of precincts counted) Jeffrey Nash (D)(I) 9,771 (with 95 percent of precincts counted)
