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Freeholder primaries wide open in Camden County

By ADAM SMELTZ
Courier-Post Staff 
For all their differences, the eight men and one woman running for party nominations in the Camden County freeholder race on June 2 are focusing, at least in part, on a common theme: finances.
"We're about putting taxpayers first, getting spending down in the county," said Republican challenger Jammes J. Valencia, 32, of Sicklerville.
Valencia and his running mate, Gene Mignogna, 52, of Pennsauken, are campaigning as "true conservative" Republicans, unaffiliated with the Camden County Republican Committee. Both are second-time candidates for the seven-member Board of Chosen Freeholders, having fallen short in their earlier bids. Three seats are up for election this year.
Mignogna said their platform emphasizes not only cuts in government spending but also better conditions for entrepreneurship. Valencia said he is certain some county departments could stand to see budget cuts, though he did not cite specifics.
Three other Republicans and four Democrats -- two of them incumbents Jeffrey Nash of Cherry Hill and Rodney Greco of Gloucester Township -- make up the candidate pool. The other Republicans, endorsed by the county Republican committee, are Anthony Casa of Cherry Hill, Carl W. Canfield of Berlin and Nick Kush of Runnemede. The other Democrats are Janice Leonetti of Collingswood and Ian K. Leonard of Camden.
Leonard, Nash and Greco have been endorsed by the Camden County Democratic Committee and are running as a team. Freeholder Joseph Ripa, a Democrat, was named county clerk this month and will not seek re-election as a freeholder.
Nash, running for his seventh three-year term, said the freeholder board should continue to hold the line on county property taxes. County tax rates have dropped in most Camden County municipalities for three consecutive years.
"When so many people are hurting, it is unconscionable to reach back out to increase taxes," said Nash, 51. He said the board needs to balance "the need to provide a certain quality of life . . . with the need to reduce spending and cut taxes. It's a very delicate balance, and it's something I think this freeholder board has done very well."
On the other side, Casa and Canfield could not be reached for comment last week, but Tim Saler, executive director of the county Republican committee, said they and Kush are campaigning to clean up corruption in government and decrease taxes.
"My motto is like Joe the Plumber," said Kush, 63, referring to Samuel Joseph Wurzelbacher, a blue-collar worker who last year questioned then-presidential candidate Barack Obama. "I'm Nick the Janitor. I'm honest, sincere. I'll do my best."
Sitting freeholders including Nash have continued to emphasize they already have cut spending and the county property-tax levy. The levy -- the amount property owners pay into the county budget -- will be about $242 million this year, down more than $6 million since 2007.
But Saler suggested the spending restraint by the all-Democratic board echoes Republican principles.
"It has been a long time since the GOP has had freeholder representation in Camden County, but that doesn't mean (Republicans) have not been influential in forcing Democratic incumbents to rein in excesses a bit," Saler said.
Democratic incumbent Greco, 58, finishing his first term as a freeholder, oversees the county public-works operations. With Ripa having left the freeholder board, Greco said, he is interested in broadening his oversight to handle public-safety functions as well. Ripa had managed public-safety units.
"I'm looking at it as a fresh opportunity as I did three years ago coming into the public-works arena," Greco said. In public works, he said, he has honed his skills in helping to prioritize public construction projects, taking input from a variety of constituents.
Running mate Leonard, 32, has said his priorities as freeholder would center on property-tax reductions and the regionalization of municipal-government functions to cut costs.
Leonetti, 53, has said she would try to stimulate the economy and increase available help for families of the mentally and physically challenged.
No Republicans have been elected to the freeholder board since 1995. Freeholders are paid about $23,000 a year for their part-time county work.
Reach Adam Smeltz and (856) 486-2919 or asmeltz@gannett.com
Additional Facts
PRIMARY CANDIDATES 
Republicans

Carl W. Canfield
Age: About 25
Hometown: Berlin
Occupation: Graduate student, prospective teacher
Public office: None noted

Anthony Casa
Age: About 30
Hometown: Cherry Hill
Occupation: Banker
Public office: None noted

Nick Kush
Age: 63
Hometown: Runnemede
Occupation: Custodian
Public office: None noted

Gene Mignogna
Age: 52
Hometown: Pennsauken
Occupation: Hospital worker in ultrasound labs Public office: None noted

James J. Valencia
Age: 32
Hometown: Sicklerville
Occupation: Network engineer
Public office: None noted

Democrats

Rodney Greco
Age: 58
Hometown: Gloucester Twp.
Occupation: Management information supervisor, Gloucester Township Public Schools
Public office: One term, Camden County freeholder

Ian K. Leonard
Age: 32
Hometown: Camden
Occupation: Chief of staff for state Assembly Speaker Joe Roberts
Public office: None noted

Janice Leonetti
Age: 53
Hometown: Collingswood
Occupation: Closing agent, North American Title, Cherry Hill
Public office: None noted

Jeffrey Nash
Age: 51
Hometown: Cherry Hill
Occupation: Lawyer
Public office: Six terms, Camden County freeholder; vice chairman, Delaware River Port Authority of Pennsylvania and New Jersey
