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Camco budget holds line on taxes

By ADAM SMELTZ
Courier-Post Staff 
Camden County's freeholders on Thursday unanimously approved a $326.4 million budget that will reduce or hold steady the county property-tax rate in 26 of 37 municipalities.
Freeholders -- and two residents who addressed the board -- applauded the budget, which marks the third time in as many years that the board has cut overall spending.
County spending in the next fiscal year will drop by $19 million, according to county officials. The freeholder board is trying to extract cost-cutting concessions from county workers -- including a wage freeze and more flexibility in scheduling.
It was not immediately clear Thursday whether the budget figures account for presumed cost cuts from those proposed concessions. County Administrator Ross Angilella has said the county finances will be prepared for whatever happens with labor negotiations in 2009.
"I really, sincerely thank you," Cherry Hill resident Tom Yarnall told the seven freeholders. He said his gratitude was a shift from his usual comments at government meetings, where he tends to air criticism and complaints.
Eleven municipalities in Camden County will see increases in their county property-tax rates in the upcoming fiscal year. The rates vary by municipality, with discrepancies fueled by changing property values in the communities.
Overall, the amount that property owners will pay in county property taxes -- the county tax levy -- will be about $242 million, down about $100,000 from last year. The levy has already fallen $6 million since 2007.
No one objected to the budget at a public hearing Thursday.
"Employees deserve all of the credit for the achievement we are accomplishing here tonight," said Freeholder-Director Louis Cappelli Jr.
The county now employs about 5,300 workers, a decline of some 600 jobs from about four years ago.
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