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Firm's leader admits bribing Cherry Hill official

By ADAM SMELTZ
Courier-Post Staff 
A former company president pleaded guilty Wednesday to a charge that he bribed a Cherry Hill Township official.
Russell B. McLaughlin Jr., 56, said in U.S. District Court that he made a $5,000 cash payment in December to Anthony Saccomanno, then the township head of inspections and code enforcement. McLaughlin, who led Pennsylvania-based Building Inspection Underwriters Inc., said the payment was to help push a township contract to his company.
BIU had failed in a competitive bidding process to retain township business, and McLaughlin was encouraging Saccomanno to toss out the other bids, he said.
"I wanted (Saccomanno) to throw the bids out so there would be new bidding" for the contract, McLaughlin said before U.S. District Judge Renee Marie Bumb.
She accepted his guilty plea and scheduled his sentencing for 10 a.m. Aug. 10. He could face as much as 10 years in prison and thousands of dollars in fines, including restitution expenses.
McLaughlin's attorney, Catherine Recker, did not comment for publication after his court appearance Wednesday. Attorney Jeffrey Zucker, representing Saccomanno, could be not be reached for immediate comment.
Federal authorities in March filed one bribery charge each against McLaughlin, of Chalfont, Pa., and Saccomanno. Saccomanno, 66, also has been trying to strike a plea agreement with government prosecutors and avoid a public trial, according to court filings.
The U.S. Attorney's Office for New Jersey, which is prosecuting McLaugh- lin and Saccomanno, had no comment Wednesday on Saccomanno's status, spokesman Greg Reinert said.
BIU was a contractor in Cherry Hill for six years and handled plumbing, electrical and elevator inspections there on the township's behalf. Authorities have alleged that McLaughlin helped direct -- or tried to help direct -- as much as $9,500 in corrupt payments toward Saccomanno between July 2007 and December 2008.
In exchange for gifts, according to a federal complaint, Saccomanno steered township business toward the company.
BIU gained revenue of about $240,000 last year as a result of its contract with the township, according to the federal complaint.
Cherry Hill has since severed all its ties with BIU, a township spokesman has said. Saccomanno retired from his full-time township job in late December.
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