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School budget
The Cherry Hill school district is proposing a zero tax increase budget for the 2009-2010 budget year.
While the general fund budget for the period is increasing very slightly (less than half of 1 percent), the proposed tax levy of $143,999,283 is unchanged from 2008-2009.
The budget reflects a reduction of more than 63 positions in a wide range of job descriptions and also reflects a variety of cost-saving initiatives that include cooperative purchasing and streamlined support services.
If efficiency measures are important to you, the Cherry Hill school district also spends below the state average in the key measures of total cost per pupil, administrative cost per pupil and ratio of students to administrators.
This occurs even though the state funding formula indicating the district should receive nearly $28 million in state aid is going to result in only $16.9 million in state aid to the district? No increase in state aid from the current budget year. While that is an issue for our local legislators to address, a flat budget is welcome to beleaguered taxpayers.
The detailed budget is listed online at the Cherry Hill Public Schools Web site -- www.chclc.org.
Cherry Hill Regional Chamber of Commerce congratulates the entire team at the school district for making the necessary sacrifices in building a budget proposal that kept the taxpayers in mind without losing focus on quality or efficiency.
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