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Ex-Cherry Hill official seeks deal in bribery investigation

By ADAM SMELTZ
Courier-Post Staff 
A retired Cherry Hill official accused of taking bribes will attempt to strike a plea agreement with government prosecutors and try to avoid trial, according to a court filing.
Federal authorities last month filed a bribery charge against Anthony Saccomanno, 66. A former head of inspections and code enforcement in Cherry Hill, he retired from his full-time township job in late December.
He is accused of demanding or soliciting some $4,500 and other bribes from officials at a Pennsylvania-based firm, Building Inspection Underwriters Inc. In exchange, Saccomanno directed township business toward the firm, according to a federal complaint.
If convicted in court, Saccomanno could face up to 10 years in jail or a fine as high as $250,000.
In a court filing late last month, Saccomanno's attorney -- Jeffrey C. Zucker -- and Assistant U.S. Attorney Joshua Drew indicated they want to try to negotiate a plea agreement in the matter so it would render "any subsequent trial of this matter unnecessary."
U.S. District Judge Joel Schneider agreed to give the parties until April 22 to strike an agreement.
Zucker could not be reached for immediate comment Wednesday. Attorney's Office spokesman Greg Reinert said he could not discuss potential plea agreements.
Authorities also have charged former BIU President Russell B. McLaughlin Jr. with bribery. His attorney, F. Emmett Fitzgerald III, said Wednesday that he could not discuss the case.
A court filing processed in late March shows that McLaughlin, too, will try to strike a plea agreement with the U.S. Attorney's Office.
Authorities have alleged that McLaughlin helped direct -- or tried to help direct -- as much as $9,500 in corrupt payments toward Saccomanno.
BIU did about $240,000 in business last year in Cherry Hill, where it handled electrical, plumbing and elevator inspections for the township government.
The township has since severed its ties with BIU.
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