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Change certain on Cherry Hill Council

By ADAM SMELTZ
Courier-Post Staff 
Three of four incumbent Cherry Hill council members will not seek re-election, the Cherry Hill Democratic Committee announced Wednesday.
Council President Steve Polansky and fellow council members Frank Falcone and Joyce Kurzweil will sit out this year, party representatives said. Four of the seven council seats will be in play in the Nov. 3 general election.
The sole incumbent running to retain his seat is David Fleisher, a financial planner who was appointed in February to serve the remainder of Shelley Adler's unexpired council term. He will be joined on the Democratic ticket by three party-endorsed candidates: Jim Bannar, a firefighter; Jacquelene Silver, a seventh-grade teacher; and Susan Shin Angulo, a member of the township's zoning board and human-relations council.
All the sitting council members and township Mayor Bernie Platt are Democrats.
"The goal is to maintain Cherry Hill as the preeminent community in South Jersey," said Rick Shapiro, chairman of the township Democratic Committee. He said the Democratic candidates will focus on government transparency and accountability, sustainable environmental practices, economic development and maintenance of "a great way of life for those of us who are privileged to live in Cherry Hill."
On the GOP side, the Cherry Hill Republican Organization announced this week that two former school board members and two neighborhood leaders will be its party-endorsed council candidates.
They are Susan Badaracco, Philip Guerrieri, Daniel Loveland and Nancy Feller O'Dowd.
O'Dowd and Badaracco served as Cherry Hill school board members from 2005 to 2008 and have held other leadership roles in school-based groups. Loveland is president of the Locustwood Civic Association, and Guerrieri is a former president of the Erlton-South Civic Association.
"I think their vision is clear: It's about putting taxpayers first," said Rich Ambrosino, chairman of the township Republican Organization. He said the GOP candidates will emphasize government transparency, solicit more community involvement in government and push for an end to mismanagement, corruption and waste.
Families already are trimming and revamping their household budgets in rocky economic times, Ambrosino said.
But "the township doesn't seem to be doing it," he said, lamenting double-digit increases in property taxes. "They either don't have the ability or don't have the will to make those difficult decisions."
Polansky, the sitting council president, did not immediately return calls seeking comment on Wednesday.
Falcone, another incumbent not seeking re-election, said he needs "to concentrate more of my energies toward my business during these difficult economic times." An eight-year council member, he and his family run Falcone Catering Service.
Kurzweil, a four-year council member, said she thinks "it's time for younger people to take over, to stand up, to fill our shoes."
"I would recommend for all citizens to think about doing some form of public-service work," Kurzweil said. "When you give, you get back in return three- or fourfold."
Council members in Cherry Hill serve four-year terms and are paid $9,000 a year for their part-time township work. Most council members have accepted pay cuts this year as the township tries to control expenses.
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