

April 1, 2009
Cherry Hill GOP announce council candidates

By ADAM SMELTZ Courier-Post Staff 
CHERRY HILL - Two former school board members and two neighborhood leaders are the party-endorsed GOP candidates this year for township council, the Cherry Hill Republican Organization has announced.
Four of the seven council seats will be in play in the November general election. The Republican candidates announced this week are Susan Badaracco, Philip Guerrieri, Daniel Loveland and Nancy Feller O'Dowd.

Meanwhile, the township Democratic Committee announced this afternoon that only one of the four incumbents will run for reelection this year. All the sitting council members are Democrats.

The Democratic incumbent running for reelection is David Fleisher, who was appointed this year to serve the remainder of Shelley Adler's term. Council President Steve Polansky and members Joyce Kurzweil and Frank Falcone will not run again this year, according to a news release.

Instead, Jim Bannar, Jacquelene Silver and Susan Shin Angulo will run as the party-endorsed Democratic council candidates, according to the release.

Silver is a seventh-grade teacher, Bannar is a local firefighter, and Angulo is a member of the township zoning board the the human-relations council.

"Together, we will be visiting more than 100 neighborhoods throughout the township to talk with residents about our plans and ideas to enhance Cherry Hill now and for future generations," Fleisher said in a prepared statement.

Mayor Bernie Platt, a Democrat, said he met with the Democratic candidates and was impressed.

On the Republican side, O'Dowd and Badaracco served as Cherry Hill school board members from 2005 to 2008 and have held other leadership roles in local school-based organizations. Loveland is president of the Locustwood Civic Association, and Guerrieri is a former president of the Erlton-South Civic Association.

"The depth and breadth of their experience as leaders in our community is unrivaled," township Republican Chairman Rich Ambrosino said in a prepared statement. "And most importantly, they share a vision for Cherry Hill - keeping taxpayers first by preserving and improving municipal services while controlling property taxes and cleaning up corruption and waste."

Council members in Cherry Hill serve four-year terms and are paid $9,000 a year for their part-time township work. Most council members have accepted pay cuts this year as the township tries to control expenses.

Reach Adam Smeltz at (856) 486-2919 or asmeltz@gannett.com.
