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6 municipalities to install cameras at traffic signals

By BRIDGET SMITH
Courier-Post Staff 
Six local municipalities have been tapped to install red-light cameras aimed at catching drivers who drive through some of the area's busiest intersections.
Cameras should be installed by the end of the year in Cherry Hill, Deptford, Glassboro, Gloucester Township, Monroe and Stratford in the second phase of a five-year pilot program launched early last year by the Department of Transportation.
Gloucester Township will lead the pack, with four cameras installed at points along Blackwood-Clementon Road, a main thoroughfare.
Police Chief Edward Smith said the four sites were chosen because of their daily traffic volume and because each has historically been problematic.
"We're hoping to reduce crashes along that very heavily traveled highway," Smith said.
Officials in each municipality said they're hopeful the program will cut down on red-light violations, speeding and accidents.
"This is definitely a step forward," Glassboro Police Chief Alex Fanfarillo said Monday, adding that the cameras will reduce the need to put officers at intersections. "It's another example of using technology to improve safety."
Outside companies will handle installation, maintenance and monitoring of the cameras in each town, officials said. Most of the six municipalities have yet to select contractors, but all said they hope to have the cameras running by Dec. 31. Money from ticket violations will be split between the municipalities and the contractors.
Traffic citations will be issued by the local police department, which must sign off on any violation before it's mailed to the driver. Officers reviewing potential violations will check each vehicle's registration information and verify that an offense was committed, officials in each town said.
"If there's any doubt in an officer's mind, though, the benefit goes to the driver," Fanfarillo said.
Fines for the intersection violations can range from $50 to $200, according to state law. That money will go toward operating the camera equipment, officials in each town said, because the state is not funding the project.
DOT spokesman Tim Greeley said the selected intersections have a history of red light violations and crashes that could not be reduced through previous engineering, enforcement and education.
In Deptford, the heavy traffic flow at Route 41 and Deptford Center Road made that intersection a prime candidate for the cameras, manager Denise Rose said. She cited at least 20 crashes there in the last two years, four of which resulted in injuries.
Monroe Mayor Michael Gabbianelli called the intersection of Route 322 and Corkery Lane, one of two sites slated for cameras, the worst in town.
Though he did not have specific accident data, Gabbianelli, a retired police officer, recalled several serious accidents in recent years, and a handful of related deaths. Engineering upgrades, including a left-hand turn lane, did little to stem the problem, Gabbianelli said.
"It's a a tough intersection," he said. "Corkery Lane is very narrow, and there's no way to widen it anymore."
The state approved the pilot program in early 2008 as a way to determine whether a traffic-monitoring system could become an effective long-term safety tool. Twelve North Jersey towns joined the program in its first year.
Similar programs have been implemented in 24 other states and more than 300 municipalities, including Philadelphia, New York and Washington, according to the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety.
Stratford's police chief was not available to discuss the program on Monday.
Reach Bridget Smith at (856) 486-2473 or brksmith@camden.gannett.com
Additional Facts
INTERSECTIONS 
Cherry Hill
Route 70 at Springdale Road

Deptford
Route 41 at Deptford Center Road

Glassboro
Delsea Drive at William Dalton Drive

Gloucester Township
Blackwood-Clementon Road at Cherrywood Drive
Blackwood-Clementon Road at Blenheim/Erial/New Brooklyn Road
Blackwood-Clementon Road at Little Gloucester Road
Blackwood-Clementon Road at Millbridge Road

Monroe
Route 42 at Route 322/ County Route 536 Spur
Route 322 at Corkery Lane

Stratford
White Horse Road at Berlin Road
