2009 01-27 GKCA Neighborhood Alert

Shooting and suspected shots fired in Greater Kingston Area


Dear Neighbors,

You may have heard rumors about shootings or suspected shots being fired in Kingston over the past three weekends.  The GKCA Committee requested and received official word about these shooting incidents from the CHPD and Mayor’s Office.  The CHPD has verified the following information to the GKCA Committee so that we may responsibly alert our neighbors:

1. The first incident reported happened on 1/10/09 on the 200 block of Chelten Parkway at 11:30pm and was reported to the police at 8:55am the following day.  At this time detectives are investigating the incident.  In this case, a bullet made its way through a window into the interior of the house.  No one was injured.
2. An incident reported on 1/19/09 involved several (possible 5 loud bangs) reported to police at 3:34am on the date in question.  Officers responded to the Daytona Avenue area and located a witness in the area.  The witness pointed out the area that they believed the noises came from.  A search of the area was conducted and no evidence was located at this time.  Detectives are investigating the incident.  
3. An incident was reported to police on 1/25/09 on the 200 block of Daytona Avenue at 8:17am.  The victim reported a theft from his automobile sometime after 9:30pm.  A relative of the victim reported hearing kids on the side of the house around 10:30pm on the night of the incident.  The relative stated she heard several loud pops she believed to be fireworks.  Police checked the area and found no evidence to support a gun being fired.  Other residents also reported hearing two “pops” around 9pm on Saturday night 1/24/09.

The CHPD also responded to several GKCA requests and questions:

GKCA: Information for residents about what gun shots sound like and how to best report such to the police?  
· CHPD: Residents should report any loud suspicious noises to police immediately after hearing them.  They should contact the police by way of 911 in an emergency or (856) 665-1200 if it is a non-emergency.
GKCA: Weekend night patrols in the areas recently affected?
· CHPD: Information has been passed down to the watches and all officers.  Increased patrol is taking place at this time.
GKCA: Immediate and complete alerts/updates from the CHPD about any new incidents?  

· CHPD: When valid information becomes available you will be updated.
GKCA: Any advice that the CHPD can provide so that residents can help protect themselves, such as suspect information?  

· CHPD: At this time we have no suspect information to pass on.  We are asking as always that residents be cognizant of their neighborhoods and report any suspicious persons or activity to police immediately. 
Please help keep our neighborhood safe.  Report all suspicious activity to the CHPD at (856) 665-1200 in a non-emergency and 911 in an emergency.                                         
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