
Greater Kingston Civic Association

 October 21, 2008 Meeting Minutes
Main purpose of this meeting: To provide a forum for residents to learn about GOOD NEIGHBOR property maintenance ordinances and share their concerns with Cherry Hill Township representatives.  We also solicited updates on CHPD response to traffic concerns identified at previous meetings.
Cherry Hill Township Officials in attendance included David Benedetti, Director, Dept. of Community Development, and Jeannie Lacavora, Deputy Director, Dept. of Community Development, and Matt Toyer, Constituent Relations Director and Confidential Aide to the Mayor.
Township Presentation about Property Maintenance Ordinances/Q&A Period:


· See Cherry Hill’s pink Newsletter for tips and guidelines sections and/or website (www.cherryhill-nj.com) for information about Cherry Hill property maintenance guidelines and ordinances.   
· Jeannie Lacavora distributed printed copies of guidelines.  She summarized the guidelines as reflecting the Golden Rule, “Do unto others as you would have others do unto you.”
· Residents were advised to approach their neighbors first in an effort to correct any property maintenance problems.

· Residents can contact Township representatives about property maintenance or other issues via the Township website “Residents”>“Contact Us” tabs.  Response time should be immediate with some type of action within one week.  Such resident complaints are public information and are openly available, although anyone wishing to learn the identity of an informer must file an OPRA (Open Public Records Act) request.  Residents who choose to leave an anonymous tip (via phone or mail) will not get feedback from the Township about the specific issue. 
· Officials said they rely on residents to inform them about vacant properties or properties out of which commercial business is being conducted.  Residents expressed frustration over various such properties within the Greater Kingston area.  Officials addressed the problems and promised to address any violations.  
· Cherry Hill Township will take direct action on vacant properties mainly when safety becomes an issue.  The CHPD will monitor vacant houses.

· Abandoned properties (vacant, unkempt properties for which owners have failed to pay taxes) are subject to more active Township intervention.  
· A house on Brighton, vacant for 4 years after a fire damaged the interior and roof, was reported by the Township Officials to have been court-ordered to be released to a lienholder by a judge.   Presumably, the property will be rehabilitated soon by the new owner.  Township officials promised to monitor the property and enforce ordinances.
· Residents were reminded that they are responsible to maintain all sidewalks and trees along the sidewalk and street.
Matt Toyer briefly addressed GKCA questions about CHPD response to traffic concerns within Greater Kingston.  
GKCA Meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm but attendees remained to share and discuss ideas.
Sign up for or request GKCA Website Update Alerts through GKCA@comcast.net.
GKCA Membership ($5) and GKCA Website Sponsor ($12, $24, $100) forms are available at

http://www.greaterkingstoncivicassociation.org/.
Please support your civic association!

