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MEMORANDUM

September 16, 2008

To:
Cherry Hill residents

From:
The Cherry Hill Environmental Protection Advocates 

Subj.:
Proposal to cut the trees and forests on the Croft Farm
The Cherry Hill Environmental Protection Advocates urge you to go on the Township’s website http://www.cherryhill-nj.com/government/council.asp, click on “E-Mail” next to each of the Council member names, and send the following email message to each as soon as possible:

“Protect trees and forests on Cherry Hill public land.  Please oppose program that will cut them down.  Please vote “No” on the proposed “Meadows Initiative Program Resolution” that will cut trees on the Croft Farm.”
Please send the same message to Mayor Platt at MayorPlatt@CHTownship.com or call his office 856-665-6500.  

If you do not act now the Town Council may soon authorize the “mechanical removal of all trees that have become established on the Croft farm…”  

Some supporters of a proposed “Meadows Initiative Program” think that meadows are worth more than forests.  They want to cut trees to maintain artificial meadows --- even though natural communities increase in diversity, increase in standing biomass, and increase in structural complexity over time if left undisturbed.  (See attached Issues and Concerns Memo for more details about the program and its problems).  

Maintaining artificial meadows stunts structural diversity and provides fewer ecological services.  Habitat maintained at the herbaceous stage of ecological succession generates only about one tenth of the ecological services of a mature forest.  It is costly to maintain artificial meadows on lands that can not sustain a natural meadow.   And gardening and mowing arrests natural succession to a high level of biodiversity and ecological services...
Cherry Hill Mayor Platt recently reminded us about the value of trees.  He wrote that “one acre of trees absorbs six tons of carbon dioxide and generates four tones of oxygen per year.”  He said trees “improve water quality, reduce storm run-off and erosion, help recharge our ground water, and prevent the transport of sediment and chemicals into streams.”  And he has called on all residents to nurture trees recently planted.  Let’s help reserve and protect our open space in its natural state and keep our trees.  Thank you for helping preserve what’s left of Cherry Hill’s natural environment.
� (Methodology, Meadow Management Concepts # 1 and 2 on p. 3 of the Meadows Initiative Program presented to the Cherry Hill Environmental Advisory Committee August 18, 2008).
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