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U.S. attorney seeks Cherry Hill papers

By RICHARD PEARSALL
Courier-Post Staff 
The office of U.S. Attorney for New Jersey Chris Christie has asked Cherry Hill for documents related to all no-bid, professional contracts executed by the township from 2003 to the present.
A spokesman for Christie, Greg Reinert, declined to comment, but Cherry Hill officials acknowledged that the township received the request from Christie last week and that it apparently emanated from a whistle-blower lawsuit filed against the township in July by a former employee.
"Cherry Hill will fully comply with the request," said Dan Keashan, a spokesman for the township, despite the fact that it will take "thousands of pages of documents" to fill.
"Cherry Hill is sure that review of these documents will establish once and for all that these blatant lies by a disgruntled former employee have absolutely no merit," Keashan said.
Last month Deborah Sanders, who had been an assistant solicitor for the township, charged in her lawsuit that high-ranking county Democrats routinely dictate who gets no-bid contracts in the township.
Sanders, who was let go by the township in June after four years with the township, said she was fired because she refused to concoct legal justifications for what she says were clearly patronage contracts.
She filed suit under the state's Conscientious Employee Protection Act, or CEPA, which prohibits retaliation against employees who refuse to participate in acts they believe to be illegal or fraudulent.
The lawsuit, which also said high-ranking township employees were expected to contribute to the Democratic party, is proceeding under Superior Court Judge Michael Kassell, sitting in Camden, with depositions scheduled to begin next month.
Cherry Hill is expected to provide the documents requested by Christie by Sept. 2.
"It's a tremendous undertaking," Keashan said.
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