
Greater Kingston Civic Association - Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, 3/18/08, 7pm – 9pm, 
Question and Answer Period, School Board Candidates    



    

· The following candidates vying for three open seats on the Cherry Hill Board of Education in the April 15 school board/budget election addressed our group: Stuart Chaifetz, Eric Goodwin, Nancy Muldowney, and Elliot Roth.
CHPD response to traffic concerns within Greater Kingston – a summary

    

· According to the CHPD, the following actions have been taken to-date: 

· Speeding: The CHPD has implemented zero tolerance for speeders.  “Yes, we have been issuing summons to both residents and non-residents. My officers, along with patrol officers have increased their presence within the neighborhood.”
· Stop sign at Kingston & Chelten: “The state is in the process of updating the MUTC which governs the regulations, which hopefully will make it possible.”
· NJ Transit Buses: Per Matt Toyer, Aide to the Mayor, "NJ Transit has committed to increase the timing between scheduled stops on the 455 bus route, in theory removing an incentive to speed down Kingston Drive and Chapel Avenue East.  Also, we have officially notified NJ Transit that the Mayor has asked the Police Department to strictly enforce speeding and not to hesitate in issuing citations to NJ Transit drivers."
· LED Signage: “The LED's are supposed to be purchased by the Mayors office.”
· Louvered light at Miami: “The louvered light has been requested through DOT.”

· Aggressive ticketing: “We are awaiting the Aggressive Grant check. We where granted the money.  Yes, the Kingston area would be listed as a Target Area.”
· New officers: “The Police Dept. has 9 in coaching, 3 in the academy and they just hired (2) more.”
Three petitions currently being circulated by the Cherry Hill Reform Committee (formerly the Pay to Play Reform Committee) were introduced to those in attendance:   
1. An Ordinance Requiring Competitive Negotiation for Professional Service Contracts
This ordinance would ensure the Township is getting the most qualified professional contractors through a transparent process at the best possible price.  It would provide qualification-based, competitive negotiation procedures to ensure “fair and open” competition through published rules and decision-making criteria.
2. A Model Ordinance Requiring Contribution Disclosure Statements in Zoning Applications
This ordinance would ensure that zoning variances are decided through a fair and open impartial process by requiring full disclosure of political contributions by developers and professionals with an interest in the zoning outcome.
3. An Ordinance for Open Application Law and Public Directory of Appointed Municipal Positions
This ordinance would foster open government by providing citizens with information about municipal positions in Cherry Hill.  It would provide procedures for citizens to learn about and apply for the appointed positions that are available and the qualifications and experience that the Township is seeking for such positions.
Sign up for or request GKCA Website Update Alerts through GKCA@comcast.net.
GKCA Membership ($5) and GKCA Website Sponsor forms are available at

http://www.greaterkingstoncivicassociation.org/.
Please support your civic association!

