Cherry Hill public meetings long overdue for T.V. debut
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Cherry Hill school and municipal officials should wrap up negotiations to share cable channel.

Cherry Hill municipal officials have finally caught up with the 21st century, where residents expect the kind of transparency in government that can be delivered by the unblinking eye of a video camera.

Perhaps coming soon to Cherry Hill's cable access Channel 19 will be live airings of township meetings -- if the township can work out the financial details with the school district.

Although the township has had a cable-access channel for 26 years, it turned over operations to the school district. The district has run the channel with no financial assistance from the township. School board officials appear willing to share the channel, but only if the township also shares the costs. It sounds like a reasonable proposal. We urge township and district officials to move quickly to work out an agreement.

After 163 years, it is time for the township to try new forums for its meetings -- something many residents have long requested. It appears Cherry Hill Mayor Bernie Platt and other township officials finally got the message.

Said Platt: "I believe people who work late or cannot make it to town hall for public meetings should not be blacked out of the process."

To make it easier to keep up with township business, Platt said, meeting agendas, ordinances and resolutions will be posted on the township Web site at least a day before council meetings. There also is discussion about making the Web site easier to navigate.

This move toward more transparency would broaden public access to government. It is the right step to take. We urge township and school district officials to close the deal.
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