Greater Kingston Civic Association

A Network of Neighbors

Minutes, 10/23/07 Meeting with CHPD

Guests:
Sgt. Brian Robinson, CHPD Traffic Safety Unit

Matt Toyer, Aide to the Mayor

Purpose of the meeting: To dialogue with the CHPD about traffic concerns identified by neighborhood residents at the last two meetings.

Meeting:
Sgt. Robinson described the training, manpower and responsibilities of the Traffic Safety Unit.  Resident concerns were then addressed: 
Speeding through Greater Kingston

· Residents expressed concern over speeding vehicles on Kingston Drive, Chelten Parkway and other neighborhood roads.  Sgt. Robinson said the following measures were quite effective in reducing speeds: Children At Play signs, crosswalks, and enforcement.

· Residents stated that they want speeders ticketed.  Sgt. Robinson noted that often, speeders were residents of the very neighborhoods through which they speed.  He confirmed that most proceeds from tickets go to the State.  Kingston residents in attendance nevertheless called for zero tolerance for all speeders.

Stop Signs

· Sgt. Robinson noted that the State must approve the erection of stop signs after analysis of traffic counts and other statistics.  One exception is a recent State policy that allows municipalities to waive the approval process within 500 feet of schools or recreation areas.  The CHPD plans to implement the policy in problem areas.  

· In addition, the CHPD is considering a 4-way stop at Kingston Road & Chelten Parkway.

NJ Transit Buses

· Neighbors described concerns with buses driving and speeding through the neighborhood.  Sgt. Robinson and Matt Toyer were aware of some of the problems and empathized with neighbors’ concerns
· Residents stated that they want the NJ Transit bus route to be rerouted out of Kingston.   Sgt. Robinson and Matt Toyer stated that the Township has no jurisdiction over NJ Transit routes but stated they would try to help reduce speeds via communication with NJ Transit and though enforcement.
Entrance to Kingston
· Sgt. Robinson and Matt Toyer informed the neighbors that NJDOT is presently studying a reconfiguration of the entrance to Greater Kingston at Rt. 70.  According to Sgt. Robinson, the State is likely to implement “context sensitive” design that will respect and reflect the needs of the community.  Matt Toyer confirmed that the NJDOT will reach out to the community through the Mayor’s Office for input prior to construction.  He pledged that Greater Kingston residents would have an opportunity to review and comment on plans.

Other Traffic Calming Measures

· Sgt. Robinson outlined other measures that Greater Kingston residents may soon see:

· LED Signage – the CHPD hopes to install small portable speed signs along problem roads, including some within Greater Kingston.
· Radar & Ticketing – this depends on availability of manpower and equipment.
· Aggressive Driving Grant – a recent grant received by the CHPD will permit assignment of officers charged with enforcement at designated areas.  GKCA will press the CHPD to consider placing officers in our neighborhood.
· Residents inquired about fog lines and louvered lights.  
· Fog lines or road striping visually narrow roads and slow traffic speeds.
· Louvered lights are traffic lights that can’t be seen until drivers are at the intersection.  This prevents drivers from racing to the intersection to beat the light. Residents suggested they might be beneficial at Miami Road, Chelten Parkway, Chapel Avenue and Kings Highway. 
· Sgt. Robinson said speed bumps are not favored because they are troublesome for fire and emergency vehicles.  Also, he said that statistics suggest drivers speed between bumps, thus negating any benefits.

Sgt. Robinson and Matt Toyer expressed a commitment to help make the neighborhood safe.  Residents were encouraged to set the example for others.  Matt Toyer distributed “Cherry Hill Drives 25” bumper stickers to all present.
The GKCA will continue to press for safer roads with the following entities: NJDOT, NJ Transit, the CHPD, and the Mayor’s Office.  
Please note: The next GKCA meeting will be held in 2008, date and time to be announced.  
Members of the GKCA may submit agenda suggestions via GKCA@comcast.net.  One agenda item for our next meeting may be:  “How can we, as a civic association, organize to solve the speeding concerns?”  Membership forms are available at http://www.greaterkingstoncivicassociation.org/.

What can residents do for now to help make Kingston roads safer?
· Set the example and drive the speed limit.
· Contact Mayor Platt to voice your concerns:
MayorPlatt@CHTownship.com 

820 Mercer Street

Cherry Hill, NJ 08002

Voice 856-665-6500

Fax 856-488-7893

· Call the Cherry Hill Traffic Department at (856) 488-7820.  Report speeding and request speed monitoring and aggressive ticketing.

· Contact Sgt. Robinson to voice your concerns: 
BRobinson@cherryhillpolice.com  

820 Mercer Street
Cherry Hill, NJ 08002

Voice 856-488-7828 
Fax 856-488-7810
· Call NJ Transit at 1 (800) 772-2222, and press 4 to file complaints about bus drivers going above the speed limit.   To report a speeding NJ Transit Bus, take down the bus number located on the front and back of the bus and explain what direction the bus is traveling, either towards Route 70 or away from Route 70.  The number 455 on buses that travel through Kingston are the route number and not the bus number.
………….……..Respectfully submitted, the GKCA Committee, 11/07/07………….…..
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