ON THE WEB
People can get a complete copy of the new Route 70 study at http://groups.google.com/group/safer70 


Group presents Route 70 report

By LISA GRZYBOSKI
Courier-Post Staff


CHERRY HILL

Some residents were so upset with a Route 70 improvement study released this summer by Mayor Bernie Platt and his appointed citizen task force that they decided to do more than complain.

They came up with their own report.

Calling themselves the Cherry Hill Citizens for a Safer Route 70 Committee, the 24-member group spent the last three months researching and writing a 73-page plan and accompanying 35-page appendix to explain why they dislike the previous study's suggestions and what they would do differently to improve the busy state highway that traverses Cherry Hill.

The committee presented its proposal to Platt and township council Monday and urged them to hold a special meeting just to discuss Route 70's future for motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists.

The proposal's main recommendation -- don't add more traffic lanes.

"Mayor Platt's plan would make Route 70 into an uncrossable six-lane freeway, and essentially eight lanes wide through Erlton and other neighborhoods in Cherry Hill -- much like Route 130 or Admiral Wilson Boulevard in Camden," said Susanne Bromke, the committee's chair and an Erlton resident. "The mayor's plan even says that adding more lanes would make it so dangerous that we would probably have to build pedestrian bridges to cross it."

The committee's plan supports keeping Route 70 to mostly two lanes in each direction and preserving as much of the grassy median as possible. Some of the other recommendation highlights include:

Stopping Route 70 motorists from using residential roads as shortcuts through a variety of methods, including physically closing them at the state highway.

Synchronizing all the traffic lights to let traffic flow at 30 to 35 miles an hour.

Installing new traffic lights at locations such as Ranaldo Terrace, Old Cuthbert Road and Greentree Road that have a history of car crashes.

Restoring left turns from Route 70 at the three major intersections of Haddonfield Road, Kings Highway and Springdale Road.

"Right now, Route 70 is palatable -- I don't want to say it's good -- but it's palatable for crossing," said Tom Quigley, who lives in the township's Locustwood neighborhood along the state highway. "But if the shoulder is eliminated, the median narrowed and more lanes put in, people won't be able to walk across."

Platt said he's been awaiting the civic committee's study and plans to review it. But he also continues to support the report crafted by the Route 70 task force he appointed early this year that advocates creating a six-lane highway and beautifying it with pedestrian walkways, decorative lighting and a tree canopy. That report is now under review by the state Department of Transportation, which has yet to issue an opinion.

Councilwoman Marlyn Kalitan said she was appalled by the task force's proposal this summer and was glad to see other Cherry Hill residents felt similarly.

"Adding more lanes, shortening the width of the lanes and the shoulders is absolutely the worst thing we can do to Route 70," she said. "You have my full support."

Other council members thanked the committee for their work and promised to review it and compare it to the task force report to find the similarities and differences.

"We only want to make it safer," said Council President Frank Falcone. "We only want to make the cars flow so they stay out of our neighborhoods."

The Safer Route 70 Committee is encouraging residents to read the proposal and contact their local and state elected officials about it. The group has already requested meetings with Gov. Jon S. Corzine and DOT Commissioner Kris Kolluri to discuss the plan.

"The committee's Safer Route 70 Plan is grounded in research studies and focuses on making the highway safer for pedestrians, cyclists and bus commuters as well as motorists," Bromke said.
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